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Model 68 Hawk Il “Over Siam & Argentina”
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Curtiss Company produced series of fixed landing gear fighter bi-planes both for US Navy and for
export. These were designated F11C-1/ Hawk Il. The fourth machine produced for US Navy was
equipped with hand retractable landing gear and became the prototype of XF11C-3 version. US Navy
tested this modified machine and in May 1933 ordered series production of F11C-3 eventually. The
F11C-3 series was re-designated to bomber-fighter and new designation was BF2C-1. The machines
produced for US Navy featured all metal wings' framework. The latter caused jitter at cruising speed so
the operation career of all BF2C-1 machines of VB-5 based on board of USS Ranger was short. The
export machines featured wooden wings' framework and no jitter occurred. Curtiss sold these export
model 68 Hawk Il machines to Argentina, Siam, Turkey and China. Hawk llls were also license
produced in China. Argentinean Hawk llls served at least until 1946, Siamese machines were used
during French Indo-China conflict and Chinese machines fought against Japanese invaders in long and
bloody Sino-Japanese conflict. The first Chinese fighter aces flew in Hawk Il including the very first one
Col. Kao Chi-Hang.

Wingspan: 9.60 m, Length: BF2C-1/ Hawk IIIl: 7.1m/ 7.14 m, Max. Speed: BF2C-1/ Hawk Ill: 362 kmh /
386 kmh, Range: 920 km, Climb rate: BF2C-1/Hawk I1: 10.9ms /11.2 ms.

€2

Americka firma Curtiss vyrabéla pro letectvo US Navy a na export sérii dvouploSnych stihacek s
pevnym podvozkem F11C-1/Hawk Il. Ctvrty kus ze série pro US Navy dostal ruéné zatahovany
podvozek a stal se prototypem verze XF11C-3. US Navy tento upraveny stroj otestovalo a objednalo v
kvétnu 1933 F11C-3 v sérii. Série stroju F11C-3 byla preklasifikovana na bombardovaci- stihaci a
dostala oznaceni BF2C-1. Stroje pro US Navy mély celokovovou kostru kfidel. Ta byla pfi¢inou vibraci
pfi cestovni rychlosti. Proto stroje BF2C-1 slouzici u jednotky VB-5 na letadlové lodi USS Ranger
neslouZily pfili§ dlouho. Stroje vyrabéné na export mély konstrukci kfidel celodfevénou, vibrace se u
nich neobjevovaly. Curtiss dodal exportni stroje model 68 Hawk Il do Argentiny, Siamu, Turecka a Ciny.
V Ciné& byly Hawky Il vyrabény v licenci. Argentinské Hawky Il létaly minimaln& aZ do roku 1946,
Siamské stroje byly nasazeny v konfliktu s Francouzskou Indo&inou a Cinské bojovaly v proti
Japoncdm v dlouhém a krvavém Cinsko-japonském konfliktu. Na Hawcich Ill dosahli Gsp&chd prvni
Cinska stihaci esa, v€etné toho uplné prvniho, plukovnika Kao Chi-Hanga.

rozpéti: 9,60 m, délka BF2C-1/Hawk Ill: 7,1m/7,14 m, max. rychlost BF2C-1/Hawk IlI: 362 km/h /
386 km/h, dolet: 920 km, stoupavost BF2C-1/Hawk IlI: 10,9 m/s/ 11,2 m/s



Model 68 Hawk lll, No.C-1/msn 12085, Regimiento Aéreo No3 de Affaque
(Attack Regiment No.3), Argentinean Air Force, El Plumerillo airbase,

No.C-1/msn 12085, Regimiento Aéreo No3

de Aftaque (bitevni pluk ¢.3), Argentinské letectvo, zdkladna EI Plumerillo,

Model 68 Hawk I,
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1946-47. This was the first Hawk Il produced for Argentina (original

designated No.1). It served for a long time and carried emblem of ifs
previous assignment Regimiento Aéreo No2 (Fighter Regiment No.2) on

fuselage side.
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1946-47. Prvni vyrobeny argentinsky Hawk il (pdvodné oznaceny No.1) prosel

dlouhou sluzbou a nesl na boku emblém predchoziho

Aéreo No2.
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Model 68 Hawk lll, No.11/msn 11894, Regimiento Aéreo No2 (stthaci pluk &.2),
Argentinske letectvo, zdkladna General Urquiza. Slo o origindini americky
predvddeéci stroj s imatrikulaci NR14703. Stroj Iétal pdvodné s uzsim krytem
motoru, po havdrii v breznu 1939 byl kryt vyménén. 5. ¢ervna 1941 s timto
strojem havaroval Sargento Guillermo Knight Perkins.
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Model 68 Hawk lll, No.11/msn 11894, Regimiento Aéreo No2 (Fighter
Regiment No.2), Argentinean Air Force, General Urquiza airbase. Origi-
nally, this machine was US demonstrator bearing NR14703 codes and
was equipped with narrow cowling. The cowling was replaced affer
crash landing in March 1939. Sargento Guillermo Knight Perkins crash |
anded this machine on June 5, 1941.
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Model 68 Hawk I, No.9/msn 12093, Grupo No 1 de Caza del Regimiento  Model 68 Hawk Ill, No.9/msn 12093, Grupo No 1 de Caza del Regimiento

Aéreo No1 (Perut ¢.1 stihaciho pluku ¢.1), Argentinské letectvo, zdkladna — Aéreo No1 (Squadron No.1 of Fighter Regiment No.1), Argentinean

El Palomar 1937. Od strona 1938 slouzil u Regimiento Aéreo No2  Air Force, El Palomar airbase, 1937. This aircraft served with Regimiento

(stihaciho pluku ¢.2) 6. bfezna 1939 s timto strojem havaroval pro nedostatek  Aéreo No2 (Fighter Regiment No.2) since August 1938. Due tfo lack of f

paliva pilot Sargento Juan Capella. Zatimco stroj byl znicen ndrazem do  uel pilot Sargento Juan Capella crash landed with this machine on

budovy, pilot se jen lehce zranil. March 6, 1939. While the machine was desfroyed by hitting a building
the pilot escaped with slight injuries.
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Model 68 Hawk lll, Krdlovské letectvo Siamu, 1937. Model 68 Hawk Ill, Royal Siamese Air Force, 1937.
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Model 68 Hawk i, Krdlovské letectvo Siamu, 1940-41. Model 68 Hawk ll, Royal Siamese Air Force, 1940-41.
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Model 68 Hawk i, Krdlovské letectvo Siamu, 1940. Model 68 Hawk i, Royal Siamese Air Force, 1940.
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