MORKO MORANE 72

The Morane-Saulnier Mérkd was the designation given to M.S.406s and
M.S.410s in Finnish service afier they had been given the Klimov M-105P engine.
A large number of Klimov M-105F engines had fallen inta their hands, and this
engine was installed in an M.S.406, matching it with the VISh-61P propeller. The
M-105P was a 1,100hpdevelopment of the Hispana-Sulza 12Y engine usad inthe
M.5.406 and was thus the same size as the engine it was replacing but the extra
pawer significantly improved the performance of the M.S.406. The first aircraft o
be converted made its maiden fiight on 4 February 1943. As well as the new
engine it had the oil cooler of the Bf 109G and a 20mm MG 151 cannon in the
engine, Afler successful irials the Finns decided lobring all of their M. 406s and
410s up to the new standard, but only two more aircraft had been completed
before the Finns agread an armistice with the Soviets. The canversion programme
continued and eventually 41 Morkds were produced. Some were armed with the
20mm MG 151 cannon and others wilh captured Soviet 12,7 mm machine guns,
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(1) Mérks Morane, of 1/HLeLv 28, Vartsili, August 1944,
Finland, Ssgt Lars Hattinen
(6 victories) ’

A Tmavé zelena
Dark green

Cerno zelena
Black green

Svétle modroseda
Light Blue-Grey

Zluta
Yellow
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