Seafire F.Mk.IIl wos the first version of the Seafire fo specifically meet all the requirements for a co-
rrier-based fighter. The first Mk.Hiis flew in November 1943 with 894 Sqn.FAA at RNAS Henstridge.
The F. Mk. Hl was powered by Merlin 55 with four bloded propeller, equipped six-stack multiple
exhausts and narrow blister fairings over 20mm cannons in wings, the Seafire 11 wus fitted with
o manual folding wing, which allowed helow deck stowage. However folding wing caused a lot of
problems, especially during service in Pacific campaign.

The F. Mk. IIf was quickly reploced by the F. Mk. L 1ll, which used the Merfin 55M engine fo give mu-
ximom performance in low alfitutudes below 5,000 feet. Some 1,250 Seafire s were manufactured
- Westland built 900 and Cunliffe-Owen produced 350.

The Seafire Il first entered combat in April 1944 as fighter escorts for the raids on the “Tirpitz” in
Norway.

The top-scoring Seafire pilot of the war was Sub{ILievtenant R.H. Reynolds, DSC, of 894 Squad-
ron, who daimed 4.5 air victories in 1944--5. During the campaign in the Pacific, 887 Squadron
daimed 12 victories, while 894 Squadron claimed 10 victories, with two more victories claimed
earlier in 1944 over Norway. HMS Indefatigable contributed one[third of the Fleet Air Arm sor-
ties flown in the Pacific.

Seafire Hl was ane of the finest ship-board fighters, although Seafire Ib was considered by many
members of flying personnel as better.
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