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CORRECTING THE KITTY HAWK
FOF-8/F9F-8P KIT IN 1/48™ SCALE

Detadl & Scale provided research information to Kitty Hawk for the development of their 1/48 ™ scale
FOF-8T (TF-9.) and FOF-8/FOF-8P kits of Grumman's swept-wing Cougar fighte. While the two kits are genarally
quite good, Kitty Hawk did nod Tollow the research matenial as diligently as they should have, and this resulted in
some emors that need to be comected to bwld an accurate scale model of any of the Cougar varants.
Fortunalely, the corrections are rather simple io make if the modeler is awane of them.

Whan the FOF-8T [TF-9) kit was released in the summer of 2014, Datail & Scale noticed these
Inaccuracies and pointed them out in detail to Kitty Hawk, providing a complete description and pholographs to

ilustrate exactly whal the emors wene and how to comect each of them. These armors wene also poinied out in a
review of the kit in Detail & Scale's digital book on the Cougar, FOF Cougar in Detail & Scale Kitty Hawk assured
Detail & Scale that the comections would be made on the yet-lo-be-released FOF-8/FIF-8P kit, but to make the

comections, the release of the single-seat Cougar kit would be delayed at leas! six months. While six months
passed before the kit was released, when it did become available not one of the comections had been made, and
two additional emors had been added, Because of this, Detail & Scale is providing a list of the comections that
need ko be made to the Kitty Hawk FOF-8/FOF-BP kit. Most of these comections also apply lo the previous

FOF-8T (TF-8J) kit as well.

ERROR 1: Kitty Hawk included a chear cover for the landing approach lights on the leading edges of both wings.
The Cougar had these lights only on the leading edge of the left wing.

CORRECTION 1: When assembling the righl wing, glue the clear piace thal is the cover for the landing
approach lights (Part GP1-5) onto the wing. Fill and sand as where the piece joins the wing, then
paint over it during the painting process so that it keoks like the solid part of the wing it should be.

ERROR 2: The kit provides two small Sco0ps 10 go on each side of the forward fuselage nexd 1o the cockpil.
Thesa are Parts F4 for the laft side and F5 for the right side that are addad in Step 4. The Cougar only had this
scoop on the night side.

CORRECTION 2= Do nol use Part F4. Fill and sand its locating hole.

ERROR 3: Entry 1o the cockpil of the Cougar was gained through a one pull-down step and several boarding
staps in the fusalage that were covered by spring-loaded doors. These wera only on the laft side of the forward
fuselage, but Kitty Hawk scribed them in as surface detailing on both sides of the forwarnd fuselage,

CORRECTION 3: Gently sand off the two steps on the right side of the forward fuselage.

ERROR 4: Kitly Hawk provides two fuel dump drains for the internal  fuselage fuel tanks that go under the
extreme aft end of the fusslage on either side of the armesting hook faiing. These are Paris E17 and E18 that are
added In Step 12. The Cougar only had one drain for the fuselage lanks, and it was on the right side.
CORRECTION 4: Do nol usa part E18.

ERROR 5 A wery small formation light is represented on lop of each wing near the leading edge of the tip.
These formation lights ame molded o the plastic and can be identifiedas the amall ralsed teandrop-shapesd
bump just inboard of the cutout for the navigation Bght on each wing tip. The Cougar only had this formeation
light on top of the right wing tip.

CORRECTION 5: Cut off the formation light on top of the left wing and sand the area smooth.

ERROR 6: Kitty Hawk etched a wing trimmer into the outer panel of each wing on the traling edge. The Cougar
only had a wing trimmer on the left wing.

CORRECTION 8: Fill and remove the wing tiimmer an the trailing edge of the night wing. I would also be helpful
to scribe the hinge line for the wing timmer a bit deeper on the top and botiom surfaces of the left wing. Kitty
Hawk represented it to be more of a panel line than a hinge line.

ERROR 7: While the Cougar had a "lyingtail,” meaning that the entire honzontal tail surface could be moved
together, il could also funchion as a comventional tail and had both & horizontal tail surface and a movable
elavator. A swilch in the cockpit selectad which moda the tall was to be used in during flight. Thara was a very
distinct hinge line between the horizontal stabdizer part of the tail and the elevator, however Kitty Hawk
represented this only as a panel line rather than a hinge line.

CORRECTION 7: The paned line provided by Kitty Hawk is correctly located, so re-scribe the line deeper 1o
make il reprasent a hinge line. This needs to be done on the upper and loser surfaces of both hodizontal tails. A
scond option would ba to cut the elevators o ff of the horizontal tails, rework the edges where they join, and
than glue the elévatlors back in place.

ERROR 8 The inglructions refer 1o the Sidewinder missiles ag AIM-9B versions, and the drawings ane also of
AlM-9Bs. Bul the plastc parts in the kit area for AIM-9LM versions of the Sidewinder, and these versions did
not become operational until long after all versions of the Cougar had been retined from senvice.

CORRECTION 8: Do not use the Sidewindars provided in the kit for any Cougar. If Sidewinder missiles are to
be displayed on the FOF-8, find AIM-0B versions in another kit, 3 weapons get, or fom after-marked sources.

ERROR 9: The instructions show the two outboard wing pylons being installed on the FOF-BF photo-
reconnaissance version of the Cougar.  Thal version did nol cary those pylons. Oulboard of the aige pylon,

which is comect for any version, the FSF-BP only carried special pylons with photo-flash carridges
CORRECTION 9: Do not use G13, G-14, G-53 and G-54 on the FBF-8P version of the Cougar.

ERROR 10: On page 18 of the instructions thine is & drawing thal would indicate that AIM-0B Sidewinders wene
carried by the FOF-8P varsion of the Cougar. Photos of built-up display models posted by Kitty Hawk on the
Internet also show Sidewinders on the FOF-8F. The FOF-BP was nol capable of employing any warsion of the

CORRECTION 10: Do ndt use any version of the Sidewinder missila on the FOF-8R

ERROR 11: The instructions for the use of the decals show stencils on the Blue Angels FOF-8. Blue Angels
Cougars did not have any standard stenciling.

CORRECTION 11: Do not use any standard stenciling on a Biue Angels Cougar if that is the chosen schemea
being modeled. If a Blue Angels Cougar is being modeled, Detail & Scale recommends using the after-market
decals created for the Kitly Hawk kits in a collaborative e fiort by Furball and Detall & Scale. There are emors in
thix Blue Angels markings supplied in both Kitty Hawk releases.

Thera are other improvements that can be made to the ki, but these commections will sohve the noticeabla
inaccuracies. With a litthe work, & truly excellent model of three di flerent Cougar variants can be built from Kitty
Hawi's two Cougar kits.

Ber Kinzay
Datail & Scale www detailandscale com
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BUILD THE MOST ACCURATE COUGAR POSSIBLE WITH

FI9F Cougar in Detail & Scale
is available in Apple iPad and
Amazon Kindle Formats.
Featuring scores of
detailed photos,

colorful artwork, and a wealth
of detailed
information, including a
special Modeler’s
Section.

PHOTOS OF:
Cockpits,
armament, landing gear,
power plants,
and many more details!

FOF COUGAR IN DETAIL & SCALE

VISIT US ONLINE
www.detailandscale.com
to order
FOF Cougar in Detail & Scale
in iPad or Kindle format and
the other books in the
Digital Detail & Scale Series.

And browse our site for great
Military Aviation Photo Sets
and numerous aviation art
profiles.

Like us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/milavnarc
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