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{ Mistory in brief i

Although there were wartime conversions of the Spitfire into a two-seat trainer including the one-off modification of
a Mk VC by RAF no. 261 Squadron and a Mk IX converted for use as a trainer by the Soviets, the two-seat Spitfire
trainer was primarily a postwar program.

In 1946, a Mk VIII (MT818) was the first Vickers-built trainer built as a demonstrator, but in 1948, 10 Spitfire
T Mk IXs, were exported to India. In 1951, a further six TR 9 trainers were converted from the standard Mk I1X to
train pilots for the Irish Air Corps (IAC) Seafire fleet. The Spitfires provided transition training that included gunnery
practice since the type was equipped with two .303 Browning machine guns, one in each outer wing bay.

Most of the TR 9 aircraft passed to the ground technical training school at Baldonnel where they were used as
instructional airfframes for the training of aircraft engineers for the Air Corps.

Four of the IAC aircraft survived and two went on to join the warbird fleet in the 1970s and later.

In total, 5656 Mk IXs were built, 561 by Supermarine and 5,095 by Castle Bromwich.[22] Production of the Mk IX
ended in April 1945 and, in combination with the Mk XVI this "compromise” was produced in larger numbers than

ony other Spiive vanant. Arnament: Irish Air Force, Indian Air Force and Netherlands Air Force
2 machine-guns 7,7 mm J
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Murngment: irimh Abr Force, indian Alr Force and Methedands A Force

Spitfire Tr.8 + Tr.9

1 maching-guns T.7 mm

Arnarment: Irish Alr Force, indian Alr Force and Metherlands Alr Force
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Mo arnament: Spetfire Tr.8 PH-NFN and Spitfirs Tr.8 G-AIDN




Assembly instructions

Spitfire Tr.8 and Tr.9

Arnament: irinh Air Force, Indian &b Force and Metheriands Air Force
2 maching-guns 7.7 mm
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Supermarine Spitfire Tr.8, G-AIDN , RNAS Yeovilton, 21 September 1974
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Spitfire Tr.8, G-AIDN, Birmingham Airport, Eimdon, National Air Races,
1 August 1949
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